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from local governors, and the attack was launched by the
scholar Cheng Hsiang and his son, who argued that Con-
fucian teachings were being disregarded, and who saw in
the unkempt appearance of the reformer proof that he was
no gentleman. The emperor allowed the critics to 'retire*
into exile; but the historian Se-ma Kuang was on their
side. His great history, completed in 1084, marked him
as an eminent authority, and he continued his attack upon
the reforms, playing upon local irritation at the centraliza-
tion of government, and aiding and abetting the wealthy
who, then as now, saw in State socialism an 'enemy of all
thrift and individual effort, as well as of private property.
They could indeed point to the breakdown of government
machinery, and when drought came they argued that it
was a punishment for these breaks with tradition. 'Natural
causes/ replied Wang An-shih, 'are the explanation of
such phenomena: they do not spring from moral causes,'
But the moment the emperor did away with the reforms,
the rain came down in a deluge, and Wang An-shih went
into exile. Se-ma Kuang succeeded him as prime minister.
Though many of them disbelieved in it, Heaven had vin-
dicated the conservatives.
This vast experiment in socialism lasted nearly twenty,
years, and stirred China socially and intellectually to its
depths. To it is due the emergence of the great philosopher
and commentator Chu Hsi in the next century, who edited
Se-ma Kuang's new history and the old Confucian classics
so skilfully that for seven centuries his text-books have been
classical models, and have further crystallized and stan-
dardized Chinese life. An honest and fearless official, Chu
Hsi was also an honest and bold thinker; a pupil of Li
Tsung, he passed from Buddhism to Confucianism, and
claiming to seize the essential points in the masters of
Chinese thought and to bring out a central unity, he gave
to China a much less religious philosophy than she had
hitherto enjoyed. He is in Fact a dynamic materialist—like
all his school everywhere, naively positing the power of
matter to move, but unlike most of them accepting men

